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Dr. Henkes:

On behalf of all of the members of the Texas Delegation to the Amer-
ican Medical Association, and the staff of the Texas Medical Associa-
tion, we wish to express our most sincere gratitude and appreciation 
for your many years of service, dedication, and leadership to our del-
egation. The words we share here cannot fully articulate the message 
we hope to deliver to you today. Saying “Thank You” is not enough. 

You have made such a significant difference through your 25 years of 
work on the delegation. When you joined the Texas Delegation as an 
Alternate Delegate in 2001, your skills as a leader became evident to 
all of us. After serving 10 years as an Alternate, you rose to the ranks 
of Delegate in 2011, and immediately became Vice Chair of the dele-
gation. This was evidence of your ability to lead others and “walk the 
talk” of servant leadership.

In 2014, we were blessed with your continued leadership when you 
became Chair of the Delegation. Here we are another ten years later, 
and under your steady hand, Texas has been recognized as the stron-
gest, most influential delegation in the AMA House.

Your gentle and focused style of leadership has inspired many of your 
peers to see the delegation as a true “family of medicine.” This close-
ness has allowed the delegation to work as a united team and thus 
accomplish more than many dreamed possible. We have been proud 
to call you our leader, our chair, and more importantly, our friend. We 
hope that you will know you are always welcome here and we wish 
you the very best in the coming years.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Darrouzet
Executive Vice President/CEO
Texas Medical Association



David Henkes, MD was elected in 2001, became  
a delegate in 2011, Chair in January of 2014,  
and will complete his term at TexMed 2025. 

Things that the AMA fought:

2005:  AMA leads effort with 129 other health care and patient 
groups, which results in the passage and signing of the Patient 
Safety and Quality Improvement Act.

2013:  The AMA officially recognized obesity as a disease in 2013 in 
an attempt to change how the medical community approaches 
the issue

2022:  Help create the Key Issues Coalition to spearhead medicines 
most important issues

•	COALITION BUILDER
•	PRINCIPLED TEXAS PHYSICIAN
•	INVALUABLE MENTOR
•	TREASURED LEADERSHIP
•	TRAIL BLAZER
•	HUMBLE
•	EMBODIMENT OF STEWARDSHIP
•	FOSTER OF FAMILY VALUES
•	GUARDIAN OF TEXAS PATIENTS

WORDS TO DESCRIBE  
HIS TENURE:



When I think of David...



When I think of David...

“David is a  
mentor for all.”



When I think of David...



When I think of David...



When I think of David...

“You have inspired 
so many to do 
meaningful work for 
the people of Texas 
and the U.S.”



When I think of David...



When I think of David...



When I think of David...

“The best Chair with 
the most infectious 
laugh. Thank you for 
your leadership and  
service!”



When I think of David...



When I think of David...

“David truly cares about 
his team; about doing 
the right thing; [and] 
about being a credible 
and balanced voice for 
us as physicians.”



When I think of David...



When I think of David...

“Thank you, David, from the 
bottom of my heart. Please 
enjoy your retirement and let 
your family know how much 
we have appreciated their 
generosity in allowing you to 
advocate with us on behalf  
of physicians and patients.”



When I think of David...

“A True Friend is unafraid  
of an honest debate or  
disagreement...A True 
Friend takes both losses  
and wins in stride, neither 
sulking or gloating.”




