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Keep Kids Healthy and Prepared for School

Children’s routine vaccination coverage is essential to
maintaining health and safety. Texas' delinquency rates
are high for most vaccines, indicating many students
attend class despite not having met vaccination
requirements.!?

Texas must help schools continue to prioritize and
balance students’ education, health, and safety

Children learn and thrive in schools. Vaccines are a crucial
public health tool for preventing disease and keeping
children healthy and in school.
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School Vaccine Requirements
Safeguard Communities

Without vaccines, communities are at risk for being
exposed to harmful diseases that can lead to severe
illness and poor health outcomes among vulnerable
people of all ages.

e School-required vaccines are essential to prevent
serious illnesses, reduce missed school days, and avoid
long-term health issues.

e Communities with unvaccinated children can increase
the risk of a resurgence in measles and polio, leading to
dangerous outbreaks.®#®

e Children without the vaccines required for school pose
a greater risk to their own health and the health of their
families and communities.

Shield Texas Children from
Infectious Diseases

Texas' future generations are at risk. The Texas Legislature has the power to
implement measures to defend children from preventable iliness and disease.

Vaccines for Children (VFC) Benefits
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Childhood vaccination has dramatically
reduced morbidity, mortality, and disability
caused by vaccine-preventable diseases.

Children in Uninsured, Underserved
Households are Most Affected

e Texas has the highest children’s uninsured rate in the
country, more than twice the national average.”®

e The CDC National Immunization Surveys report
lower vaccination rates among uninsured, low-
income, and Black and Hispanic children.®

e Barriers such as financial challenges, missed
vaccination opportunities, low clinician participation
in the VFC program, and higher vaccine hesitancy
contribute to lower vaccination rates.

To protect all Texans from disease, ensure access
to routine vaccinations through improved access
to the medical home.

TheTexas Public Health Coalition
supports defending vaccination

policies that have kept our children
and communities safe for decades.
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